[Anesthetic management of an infant with Menkes disease].
Menkes disease is a rare, sex-linked recessive disorder characterized by kinky hair, convulsion, mental retardation, bone and connective tissue lesions, and hypothermia. These symptoms have been attributed to suppression of copper-dependent enzymes resulting from copper deficiency. We report a case of a 7-month-old infant with Menkes disease who underwent repair of inguinal hernia. Anesthesia was maintained with sevoflurane-N2O-O2, and the operation was carried out uneventfully. Although the patient had been medicated with anticonvulsants preoperatively, transient seizure occurred in the recovery room. We also discuss pathophysiology and anesthetic management of a patient with Menkes disease.